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May 24, 1996

Lester,

I am rovlowlng a CalFod documont dlstributod at a ~ocont

meeting. I amparticularly concerned about several items, but

I o/n wrltlng now about one in pa~tihular.

The Section, "System Integrity," as with all past CalFed

documents, stronqlyimplies that the seismic threat to levee

£~llur~ u~u b~ =d~qu~t~l~ ~ddr~d w±hh ~ l~v~ ~{~rov~m~nt -
maintenance, subsidence reduction, and an emergency levee

management plan. The data, which I have attached, suggest

otherwise.

other sessions about t~is issue in fairly strong terms. I

have made the point that the problem arises fxom the fact

that %he soils underlying ~he levees~ ~n~ some o£ %he

If that is tho naturo of tho problom, then tho problem cannot

be adequately addressedwith levee improvement-maintenance,

subsldence, reductlon, and anemergency levee managexaent plan,

not unless the levee improvements include replacin~ the
liquefiable soils, an infeaslble.~optlon.

liquefaction occurs, the levees are-literally ~es%in~ on

liquid , and some of the levees themselves become liquid .

When levees fail, the water rushing into islands can scour

out I00 toot deep holes. I cannot imagine an emergency levee
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management plan that could deal with the number of such

failures that could be expected in the event of the predicted

largo cazthquakc. Of courso, if thc icvcos could bo patchod

up, there is still the problem of how to flush out the salty

water. And if you can accomplish all of that, you are still

just waitinq for the next !arqe earthquake.

There are~only two ways to adequately address this problem:

Move the primary Delta transfer system out of the area with
liquefiable soils and above sea level and/or

Ensure that there is always enough water in storage in

export areas to hold those water users over an extended

Delta export outage.

I a m aware of the political problems inherent in the points I

am maklng, but I havc alway~ thought that tho CalFod Program

has an opportunity to educate people on issues such as these.

In fact, I have seen that as one of~the primary functions of

the CalFed Program.

I hope you can find a way to deal more effectively with.the

tru~ n~tur~ u£ thi~ ~i~miu thr~t.

Thanks,

cc~ S@lecteds%akeholders
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